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DOLBEER “GYPSY” LOCOMOTIVES


On September 3, 1883 John Dolbeer applied for a patent on a locomotive with a steam powered winch attached, the patent was granted December 25th.  This followed his patent of April 18, 1882 for the horizontal spool donkey and coincided with his patent for the vertical spool donkey that bore his name.  The locomotive patent covered both a geared and a direct connected version.  On the geared locomotives both the driving wheels and the gypsy (winch) were driven by the same pair of cylinders while on the direct connected machines the gypsy was driven by a separate cylinder, or cylinders.

Baldwin Locomotive Works   Philadelphia, PA

unknown   2-4-2T   12X20   42” drivers   56.5” gauge   31 tons   1884?


Hobbs, Wall & Co. #1 “J. G. WALL”   Crescent City, CA

#7646   2-4-2T   12X20   42” drivers   56.5” gauge   31 tons   1885


Albion River RR #1 “ALBION”   Albion, CA


Albion & Southeastern RY #1 “ALBION”   Albion, CA   1902


Ft. Bragg & Southeastern RR #1   Albion, CA   1905


Albion Lbr. Co. #3   Albion, CA   1906


scrapped 1937

#7669   2-4-2T   12X20   42” drivers   56.5” gauge   31 tons   8-85  $5,495 fob plant


(a note on the proposal states that the winch cost $500 “exclusive of claim for 
infringement of patent of John Dolbeer”)


Puget Sound & Grays Harbor RR “SKOOKUM”   Kamilche, WA


Blakely RR #9 “SKOOKUM”   Kamilche, WA   1894


Shelton Southwestern RR “SKOOKUM   Shelton, WA   3-98


Western Washington Logging Co. “SKOOKUM”   Shelton, WA   1901?


Mud Bay Log. Co. as Thurston County Ry #2   Olympia, WA

#7831   2-4-2T   12X20   42” drivers   56.5” gauge   1886


Fort Bragg RR #1 “SEQUIA”   Ft. Bragg, CA


California Western RR & Navigation Co. #1   Ft. Bragg, CA   6-05


Standish & Hickey   1906


California Lbr. Co. #2   Westport, CA

#8792   2-4-2T   12X20   40” drivers   56.5” gauge   31 tons   1886


Pacific Lbr. Co. #2 (later #22)   Scotia, CA

#8488   2-4-2T   12X18   42” drivers   56.5” gauge   25 tons   1887


Flanigan Brosnan & Co.#2 “EUREKA”   Eureka, CA


Bayside Mill & Lbr. Co. #2 “EUREKA”   Eureka, CA   9-00


Bayside Lbr. Co. #2   Eureka, CA   2-05


Little River Redwood Co. #3   Bullwinkle, CA


Hammond & Little Riv. Redwood Co. Ltd.#3(never lettered)Crannell,CA 1931


(last used 1935)


Hammond Redwood Co. #3   Crannell, CA   9-36


scrapped 1940

#9946   2-4-2T   12X18   44” drivers   56.5” gauge   4-89


Hobbs, Wall & Co. #2   Crescent City, CA

#13361   2-4-2T   14X24   44” drivers   56.5”gauge   4-93


New Mexico Ry, & Coal Co. #6   (displaied at Chicago Worlds Fair 1893)


Alamogordo & Sacramento Mountain #102   (gypsy removed by 1899)


El Paso & Southwestern #202 (later #402 and #2)


FC Nacozari #25   1906


United Sugar Co., Los Mochis #10 later #21   1921


FC Nacozari #25   1926


scrapped 02-01-35

#22319   0-4-4T   9X16   30” drivers   56.5” gauge   18 tons   1903


Elk River Mill & Lbr. Co. #2   Falk, CA


John Biles (scrapper) 1952


scrapped at Sacramento, CA some time later


Most of the Baldwin locomotives had the winch removed early on.  Baldwin also 
built several compressed air locomotives with winches.

Barney & Smith Car Co.   Dayton, OH


0-4-0T   11 tons   $3000   1896?   pole road


unknown logger in Nicaragua

Fate-Root-Heath Co. (Plymouth Locomotive Works)   Plymouth, OH
#?
0-4-0   gas mechanical   (in use July 1921)


Townley Shingle, Co.   Torch, MO

Globe Iron Works   San Francisco, CA
#1   0-4-0G   8X12   34” drivers   56.5” gauge   9 tons   1881-82



(wood frame)


Vance Redwood Lbr. Co. #2   Essex, CA


Eel River & Eureka RR #2   Eureka, CA


Oregon & Eureka RR #2   Samoa, CA   1912

#2   0-4-0G   8X12   34” drivers   56.5” gauge   9 tons   1881-82


Flanigan, Brosnan & Co. #1   Bayside, CA


Bayside Mill & Lbr. Co. #1         “


Trinidad Mfg. Co.?


Eureka Foundry (dealer)   Eureka, CA   1908


Holms-Eureka Lbr. Co. #1        “        1908



new boiler 1925



scrapped 1938

no#   0-4-0G   1882



(wood frame)


Dolbeer & Carson Lbr. Co. #1   Bayside, CA

no#   0-4-0G   45.25”? gauge   1882


Isaac Minor Mill & Lbr. Co. #1   Glendale, CA



rebuilt to yarding donkey 1905



scrapped 1942

no#   0-4-0T   45.25”? gauge   1883-84


Isaac Minor Mill & Lbr. Co. #2   Glendale, CA



scrapped 1942

no#   0-4-4T   56.5” gauge   1884


McKay & Co. #1   Eureka, CA



scrapped 1935

no#   0-4-0G   8X12   34’ drivers   56.5” gauge   9 tons   1886


City Paving Co.   San Francisco, CA


Eel River Valley Lbr. Co. #1


leased to US Engineers Dept. 1 for Humboldt Bay Jetties   1889


De Haven Lbr. Co.   De Haven, CA   1900


Pollard Lbr. Co.   De Haven, CA



scrapped   04-27-39


no#   0-4-0G   6X10 or 6X12   56.5” gauge   1887


unknown


E. Jardidini Machinery Co. (dealer)   San Francisco, CA


San Francisco & Northern RR #99 “COFFEE GRINDER”   Guerneville, CA


California Northwestern RR #99

“


Northwestern Pacific RR #99


“


North Bend Mill & Lbr. Co. “TITANIC”   Delmar, OR   2-18-10


(unknown coal mine Coos County, OR)?


Vaughn & Bester “SNORTING BETSY”   Cushman, OR   1920



scrapped 1924


no #   0-4-2T   36” gauge


F. A. Hihn Lbr. Co.   Loma Prieta, CA


also reported to have been built by Porter


no#   0-4-0G   36”? gauge


unknown   Lynnwood, WA   1902?


Jack Fish & Niemeyer “MOUNTAIN LION”   Cumberland, WA   1909-10



In the February 1910 edition of West Coast Lumberman Seattle Frog & 


Switch Co. advertised for sale “1-13 ton Bull Geared Locomotive, 



Narrow Gauge”

Joshua Hendy Machine Works   San Frnacisco, CA
no#   2 truck cableway   56.5” gauge   1892


McKay & Co. (Occidental Mill)   Eureka, CA

Marshutz & Cantrell-National Iron Works    San Francisco, CA
no#   0-4-0T   45.25” gauge   1882


Arcata Mill Co. #1 “GYPSY”   Arcata, CA


Humboldt Lbr. Mills    “   Riverside, CA


Northern Redwood Lbr. Co. “GYPSY”   Korbel, CA   1903



renumbered to #22   1921



scrapped 1932


no#   0-4-0T   9X12 (gypsy 6X12)   33” drivers   56.5” gauge   10 tons   1884


Dolly Varden Mill #1 “FALK”   Arcata, CA


Elk River Mill & Lbr. Co. #1 “FALK”   Falk, CA   1886



retired 1927


City of Eureka, CA   1936


Ft. Humboldt State Park   Eureka, CA   1937



returned to operating condition (new boiler) 1986


no#   0-4-0G   1889


J. Wonderly Lbr. Co. #1   Usal, CA


Usal Redwood Co. #1   
“   1890


Dollar Lbr. Co. #1

“   1894-1902



abandoned 1902



scrapped late 1930’s


#8100?   0-4-0G   8X12   30” drivers   56.5” gauge   12 tons   1892


Bear Harbor Lbr. Co. #1   Bear Harbor, CA   1893


Bear Harbor & Eel River RR #1     “    1896


Southern Humboldt Lbr. Co. #1   Moody, CA   1902


Anderson Family   Piercy, CA



in storage 1906-1967


Ft. Humboldt State Park   Eureka, CA   1967



returned to operable condition 1979


H. K. Porter Co.   Pittsburgh, PA

#3078   2-4-2T (later 2-4-4T)   12X18   42” drivers  56.5” gauge   26.5 tons   10-04


McKay & Co. #2 “J. J. LOGGIE”   Eureka, CA



scrapped 1935



shown as an 0-4-4 on Porter construction list


Steeples Engineering Co.   Seattle, WA
#?
2-4-0 (rebuilt to 4-4-0) with 4-wheel trailer   165 HP gas mech.   8’ gauge 1928


North River Log. Co.   Artic, WA

Washington Iron Works   Seattle, WA
no#   0-4-4G Blackman   6X10 (4)   7.5’ gauge   15 tons   6-85   $4,765.11


Blackman Brothers   Marysville, WA


G&O Blackman   Carnation, WA   2-89 (winch removed by this time)


Port Blakely Mill Co.   unknown location   9-90


This listing was drawn from many sources most notably builder’s lists compiled by the late B. H. Ward with many others and the book Steam In The Redwoods by Carranco and Sorensen.  A few companies in Oregon and Idaho fitted their geared locomotives with single drum loaders but those are not included here.  If you have any additions or corrections please contact me.
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